Recent evidence has shown postprandial TAG concentrations to be an independent risk factor for CHD (1, 2) and to be more discriminatory than fasting TAG in women than men (1) . In light of this greater impact of TAG as a lipid risk factor in women, and the observation that post-menopausal women have a greater CHD risk than pre-menopausal women, it is surprising that little is known about the impact of the natural menopause on postprandial lipaemia.
The results suggest a divergence in the relationship between fasting LDL-C and postprandial TAG with age and menopausal status that may reflect differences in the metabolic effects of age and the menopause on these lipid risk markers or a greater impact of early oestrogen decline on pathways of TAG rather than LDL metabolism. Further work is therefore required to elucidate the impact of the menopause on lipid regulation and CHD risk.
